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Abstract:
The Montana Study was a 1940s educational research project conducted by the Montana State
University System and funded by the Rockefeller Foundation. The project experimented with study
groups and community research as a technique for stabilizing and improving community living.

The purpose of this current study was to examine critically why the Montana Study was not
institutionalized and whether the Montana Study's techniques were viable methods for adult education
and community development. This investigation employed a case study approach using historical
analysis of primary documents and oral histories from study group participants. Primary sources used
were from the Rockefeller Archives, Tarrytown, New York; Montana Historical Society Archives,
Helena, Montana; and Montana State University Archives, Bozeman, Montana.

The Montana Study survived from 1943 to 1947. Political pressure against the Study, fierce rivalries
between Montana State College and Montana State University, and problems within the Montana
Study staff led to the Study's demise. Yet the current study found that there was an impact on some of
the eleven Montana Study groups. The groups developed different phases in the community
development process including community awareness, group involvement, and community
commitment. The commitment phase in Conrad, Montana created a longterm development in that
community.

There were several factors which affected short-term and long-term community development.
Leadership which came from within the groups created more active participation in the
community-research process. Having a diverse group of people influenced the communities' acceptance
of change. Active participation in community research and group discussion helped stimulate the
formation of action groups. 
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